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High-Stakes
Design

Interior designer lvan Medina
transforms a pro poker player’s stock
condo into a hybrid West Coast-
meets-Las Vegas luxury.

whena Jet-setting pro poker player In his late 205 moved
Into a cookle-cutter condo In Coquitlam Town Centre,
designer Ivan Medina of Medina Design House had his
work cut out for him. “There was no charm, no cha-
risma,” he says—and, most cruclally for his client, no
oy = : feel of 'metropolitar’ whatsoever.” The homeowner
&Rt I .- ; wanted totrade the plain stock Interiors for a look more
The Entertsiner . like the high-end hotels he’d grown accustomed towhilke
A Mool Non- ' ‘ ) travelling around the world playing In casinos; sump-
m:%’,:,’:;g’ ; ' tuous penthouse sultes where a grand plano or crystal
tabls, which ks Inod A5 ' : chandelier wouldr't look too out of place.
ey L‘,",,:':,g v ' Medina and histeam had carte blanche for the condo
uphokstered In Design- ! ma keover, with one stipulation: the designer had to
e ot ' make room for a 10-foot L-shapad Bansen sectionalto
set-up fordnner par- : accommodate the homeowner (who stands at sixfeet
3:,,,,‘":‘,; ‘;z'.’,";‘;:,",_ ‘ - four Inches) and his trusty 100-pound pup (Hodor, the

dosp-set Bersan sofa » : : ‘ Bernese mountain dog).
offars 2 coxy spet to .

lounge past-game.
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All That Glimmers
The custom oversizad
araa rug Inthe ving
room [abowe, bottom
left) & made from ba-
rana dikand wool, giv-
Ing It a shimmar that
subdy raferances Vagas
bling. Floor amps and
sdde tablkes wera all var-
boten, a strateqy that
made the whole condo
appear mor spackes
and ary(even wkh 8.5
foct calings).

The requisite deep-sat sectional was massive, butthe
designer kept things alry by strategkcally paring back
the living room furniture to Just three key pleces—the
sactional,a side chalr and a coffee table—to allow for gen-
erous breathing room In between. Medina banned space-
stealing side tables and floor lamps to cutthe clutter and
preserve the open feel (and also to make husky Hodor less
likely to bump Into the furniture).

Medina also used a custom charcoal area rug—which
has a shight shimmer for an extra dose of glamour—to
make the place feel more spacious. Using area rugs to
definethe pedmeter of a space Is a classic Interor design
trick, but here, Instead of opting for the usual sb-by-
elght, Medina wentwith an overszed optionthat visu-
ally pushes the boundaries of the room.

A coffee table made of gold wire (one of the few out-
ward touches of Vegas-style bling) sits atthe area rug's
centre, but a glass top allows the eye to move through it
easlly. Similarly, the living roonys only light ficture is a

thin black-wire Serge Mouille lamp with three robot-like
amrs that reach out In all directions. It'sthiswingspan
that Medina says makes it feel big In scale without
obstructing sightlines: “It has enough visual welghtto go
with everything ekethat’s In the room.”

On the wall Medina'steam mounted a custom-
designed media unit with shallow shelves to displayan
edited list of accents (the golden hand statue throwing up
a peace sign Is a playful counterpoint to a macabre skull
ustration) and to hide everything else. “We didrt want
the TVto be the focal point,” says Madina, who camou-
flaged a massive flat screen In plain sight by painting the
wall bzhind it black. Taupe-coloured cabinets frame the
blackrectilinear shape top and bottom and act like a gra-
dientto soften its presence Inthe room.

The designertook particular aim at the dining area
to bring In the luxe factor. He didn't want itto be a
comventional dining room,” says Medina, but liked the
Idea of a communal-table dining nook for entertaining
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and playing exhibition games with friends and family.
Instead of the traditional four chairs, Medinaand his
team designed a custom banquette for one side, with
extra layers of seat padding forthose long nights of Texas
hold ‘'em—all wrapped Ina sumptuous black-and-grey
Desligners Gulld houndstocth.

Walls were kept mostly clear to allow for breathing
room andthe condo owner's growing globalart collec-
tion, but above the dining nook sits one of the poker

star's favourtte pleces: six black-and-white photographs E.:::::g::‘f::m o

of the world's metropolitan cities,among them LA. and length of the badroom
{above),ad Kal

New York. Closely mounted on a grid, they act asone gLl

unit, ancther trick for making the space appear larger ara standard windows,
but whan the d

than Itis. A dramatk: floor-to-celling mirror gives the e 0”':,‘ i el

lllusion of doubling the dining nook’s square footage, theyYa thewholewall,”

whike Eiffel chalrs complement the Industrial black wire ;z: :‘:;‘;;a': e

that repeats Inthe Moool Non-Random light above. Ancther Sin City toude
the custo

In the badroom, the most striking feature Is the half- ampere “"'b::’::h'go"
Inch-thick Cultured Brickvenzer Installed on the back dares, wire.”
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wall. Medina says most people walkinand cant believe
it's real: “They goInto his bedroom and Just start touch-
Ing the wall” laughs the designer.

The predominantly neutral palette of warm greys and
whites changes ever so slightly In the bedroom, with a
palr of throw pillows featuring bright orange splashes.
“We usad the arangeto bring Ina bit of youth and sophis-
tication and fun tothe bedrcom,” explains Meding, who
plays with tonality throughout the home todivert and
draw the eye. Even orange Is downplayed In the living

High Life

ngn whie towals roonys burnt-crange U Turn Bansen chalg so subdued it
and original artwork

docorate tha guast bath- actsasa neutral despite being one of the loudest colours
room (rkght] for that on the spectrum.

high-and-hctal fasl

Cloud wallpaperstays The esult Is a space thattransports visitors as soon as
on the colour paktte they walk In the door, ke you're Ina city somewhere

but addsvisual Intarest.
el et bbovg,  'nstead of suburbia. walking In, you can help but think,

awibeant painting by “Wow, that's a big sectional’ or 'Wow, that's a big wall of
Rob Nicholk adds 2 ‘ .
puNCh of wamth tothe drapery; but it makes so much sense In a smaller space,

gray-and-whia spaca. says the designer. “It's not big, but it feels big.” crco
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